journal to Stella

LETTER XXII

Don't write to me again till this letter goes: I must make
haste, that I may write two for one. Go to the Bath: I
hope you are now at the Bath, if you had a mind to go;
or go to Wexford: do something for your living. Have
you given up my lodging according to order ? I have had
just now a compliment from dean Atterbury *s lady,7 to
command the garden and library, and whatever the house
affords. I lodge just over against them; but the dean is
in town with his convocation: so I have my dean and
prolocutor as well as you,8 young women, though he has
not so good wine, nor so much meat.
2. A fine day, but begins to grow a little warm; and
that makes your little fat Presto sweat in the forehead.
Pray, are not the fine buns sold here in our town; was it
not Rrrrrrrrrare Chelsea buns ? I bought one to-day in my
walk;9 it cost me a penny; it was stale, and I did not like
it, as the man said, &c. Sir Andrew Fountain and I dined
at Mrs. Vanhomrigh's; and had a flask of my Florence,
which lies in their cellar; and so I came home gravely,
and saw nobody of consequence to-day. I am very easy
here, nobody plaguing me in a morning; and Patrick saves
many a score lies. I sent over to Mrs. Atterbury, To
know whether I might wait on her? but she is gone a
visiting: we have exchanged some compliments, but I
have not seen her yet. We have no news in our town*
3.10 I did not go to town to-day, it was so terrible
7  Atterbury married Katherine Osborne, daughter of a clergyman
rekted to the Duke of Leeds. His charming lines written on a fan, and
addressed to her, are quoted in The Tatler, No, 239, 19 Oct. 1710. See
also Nichols's Select Collection, v. i. The description of Fkvia in The
Tatler^ No. 212,17 Aug. 1710, may be intended as a representation of her.
8  Atterbury was Prolocutor of Convocation, and Stearae, Dean of
St. Patrick's, held the same position in Ireland.
9  On his walks to and from town Swift passed the jfkmous Chelsea Bun
House, which stood at the bottom of Jews Row. It disappeared in 1839
(Wheatley and Cunningham, London Past and Present^ i. 381),
10  The Examiner, No. 40 (39), which appeared on 3 May, is a brilliant
piece of irony. Swift suggests that Whig sentiments and politics are likely
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